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Epiſtle Dedicato 
() that have deſerved well of us, and ſomet 
moſt, . when the benefit has been large, aul our abi- 


ons too flrong for me with modeſty to reſiſt. This"only"T ca 


could have ſpok 


| afraid I ſhall never enjoy. I am | 
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And other his worthy School-fellows. | 
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1 N Achnoledgment is the leaſt we en offer thoſe 
etimes the 


lities to return ſmall and ſcanty. Whether in this Diſcourſe I 
have done juſtice to the memory of our Founder, its merits is 
none of my buſineſs to anſwer. Ne are the Authors af its Pub- 
lication, and therefore are obliged to vindicate it m blog 
and defend it from crimmation. If either the elggancy ef your 


Ears has been deceived, or the nicety of hour Finkgments pre- 


poſſeſt in favour of it, Ye muſt ſtill perſiſt io -patromige and 


protect its Imperfections; Your mftances were tao nepeated for 
me without a ſuſpicion of Ingratitude to refuſe, ur ſollictati- 


offer for my ſelf, tho J am ſenſible any of "my School-fellows 
e better, none could have ſpoke more cordialſy 


to the matter. Any further vanity of its open afptarance 
is the province of your good nature to juſtifie, and to leave me 
in purſuit of that admired Retirement and Deliteſcency, . I have 
ever loved, but from the view of my circumſtances am muc 


Your moſt Humble Servant; 
 and-School-ellow, - -. © 
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Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- | 
dation againſt the time to come, that they 


may lay holdon Eternal Life. 
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IB at once the juſt pride and happineſs of our 
Holy Religion, that its admirable precepts 


ment of, and as firmly provide for the conveniencicg 
and comforts of this life, as bleſs us with the pious 


and commands tend as well to the eſtabliſm- 


U— ˖‚ ˖ͤ »˖¶ ¶˙* — 2 A 8 


opportunities of inſuring to our ſelves a laſting im- 


mortality. What Nature did incline the generous and 
brayc in all ages under more imperfect lights and dif- 
penſations, Grace does under the Chriſtian conomy 


compel and oblige us to, whilſt all its compulſions 
are (weeten'd with the beneficial ſatisfactions of a com- 
205d and becalm d Conſcience here, all its obligations 


5 hopes f 


dulcify'd with the ſtrong and invigoratin 


Frernal Rewaads and Pleaſures hereafter, Let as there 


: 
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s no Virtue more dearly recommended to us from | 


God, both by the example and injunction of Chriſt, 
than that of tenderneſs and mercy, and doing good 


to our Brethren and fellow Creatures, ſo there is none 


1s a truer tranſcript of his almighty goodneſs none a 
IM more. 


* 


r — RX 


YH T The gare if Gratitude. 


more exact copy of that amazing original his divine 
and . cycr flowing bounty has ſet us. Tis when we 
have power thus to act, and rightly manage and exer- 
ciſe that faculty, that we riſe up to a lovely ſimilitude 
of that perfection, which ſhines with ſo much luſtre 
and wonder in the divinity. To make the life of a 
man, whom the misfortunes of this world have galld 
| with miſery, and mortify d with the lot of kenne 
but in ſome meaſure tolerable, is to ſtir up the lan. 

guithing remains of life, and by an unexpected and 
e accenſion re- enkindle the decaying hopes of 
his deſponding mind: But, to make it eaſie and com. 
fortable, may without any diminution of that honour 
God is fo jealous of, be ſtiłd a new creation, and en. 
dear ſuch a perſon to us as our tutelar Angel under 
heaven. And in this latter age, which ſeems to have 
been ſunk into a brutal ſelflbneß, and wherein baſe: 
neſs and envy hang like thick clouds between, and 
interſhade the moſt lucid and orient accompliſhments 
and. vilifie and obſcurc the moſt meritorious benefaRt:- 
ons. The noble liberalicy of our incdmparable Foun- 
der looks like the laſt effort of ſtruggling and expiring 
Charity: And the little bent and propenſity. of the 
"preſent times to any imitations of this heavenly nature I] * 
ſeem to make us deſpair of ever ſeeing any more ſuch 
examples of mercy, that after fo illuſtrious a manner MY 74 
ſhall lay up in {tore a ſure foundation againſt the time 


to cone,” that they may lay hold on cternal life. And © 
yet. 
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yet moſt certainly the motives are as engaging now as | 


ever, and if the conſideration of an Eternal life can 


find any reception in this looſe and Atheiſtical age, the 


conſcquences ought to be anſwerably as great and 
exalted, But few alas! there are, that purſue them 


wich lo cloſe and ſteddy an activity, and the rarity of 
them makes the beneficence of the immortal Satton 
much more memorable and conſpicuous. After the 


exhortation therefore of this great Apoſlle of the Cen | 


tiles, I ſhall with that brevity, the argument wall bear, 


and the future ſolemnity of the day obliges me to, | 


Conſider the uſe he here adviſes Chriſtians to make of | 


their ſubſtance, and larger poſſeſſions, from the Mo- | 


tiye here inſiſted on the fall enjoy ment of life eternal 


and fully recollect how juſtly out pious, and Page l | 
Founder follow'd the rule, as it was. recommended 


from ſo cogent and endearing af incentive, Charge , 


thoſe, ſays St Paul to the Biſhop of Epheſus, that are 


rich in this world, that they be not high minded, nor 
truſt in uncertain male, but in the Lanz God, 'who - 


oiverh'vs richly all things to enjoy; that they do 


Good, that they be riecht in good works; ready to de- 


ſiribute, willing to communicate, and then he cloſes 
all with"this comfortable truth in che words of my 
Text, Laying ap for themſelves a gbod foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may tay hold on Eternal Life, 

There 1s nothing, as a Heathen Prophet has naturally 
oblerv d, more cutting or ſevere in poyerey, thartthat 
__ 5 $0 
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it renders a man deſpicable, and lays him open to the I 
| contempt and laughter of his as unworthy felloy WM # 

Mortals; and it is one of the moſt inſupportable ac. MY) 
| ceſfions that can be brought to the poor mans mis. IW & 
| fortuncs, that they are charg'd on him as his faults, u 
And this Pagan truth will wi too ſharply found to. o 
bold good in theſe our Chriſtian days, wherein a man, 
will find more ready to ridicule than relieye his ne- 
ceſſities; and more apt and greedy: to trample upon 
bim in, than reſcue him from his penury and diſgrace, 
| which very frequently flow not from either his negli 
gence nor impieties, his delinquencies of demerits; 
nothing being more common to obſerve, than that 
of two men, tas had rg os hogs 1 5 eh 


1 


hall hardly be 1 * to Fibers 8 5 A 0 Wal 
diladvantage and infehicity,. whilſt the other by the 
impulſe of unaccountable motion, and refreſhtnents he 
knoys not from whence deriyv d, ball with"eaſc and 
| pleaſure, and little or no trouble or induftry have 
| 5 che goal of his deſites and fruition. In this 
indeed we may at firſt appear to be the ſport ot Pro re 
Vvidence, and the game of Heaven. But fate the in- m 
equality of theſe deſtributions has another account o 
be given of it, and the defigns of Heaven aim at ano-· fe 
ther ſuperſtructure, than what the levity of ſuch con- 4 
tiũgencies is able to > undcrprop ; 3 499 0 it will be the 


poob 
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poor mans triumph one day to have born his hard- 
hips with a maſculine honeſty, and ſtrength of ſoul. 
Whill the rich wan will have cauſe to N the poſ- 
Nons and treaſures Heaven had bleſt him with, dur 
which he had either not employ'd at all, or not as he 
ought, And, tis certain from obſervation and expe. 
rience, that there. are few that do ſo; which gave oc- 
caſion for that uncomfortable reflection of our Sa- 
viour's to tlie rich, that chro almoſt inſuperable giffi- 
culties they molt enter Ecayen. And indeed two 
$uttcn5 are too many for one Century. But His ex- | 
ample has Acertain d us ig is mo abſolute impoſlibilicy, 4 
but "that to give Kheerfully and juſtly is to lay up a 
g00d foundation i ſtore againſt tlie time to gone, 
hat Life Eternal may be laid” hold en.. 

Tis indeed eaſic, with Seneca, in the midſt of heap s'of 
amals'd'Treaſurcs,and. ſurrounded wich Gold and Silver, 
and the beautify proſpects Ol werden Laws and flowry- | 
Cardens, to commend Povergy- and deſpiſe Riches, 
and overle8% the/gayefics and luxury Of life But 
tho it be greaeto reſiſt .cncireling cemptations, yet it 


cannot Hlit Be comfortable t: conſider that one's 


rehef is always at hatid, and tis but reaching out to 
make our ſelves delicious? as Ihe wantons of the Eaſt; 
wlulſt the man that divides his bounty, cuts from the 
fountain of his love and goodneſs rivulets of plenty 
and channels of cken e powerful enough to bleis 
and fatten the admiring neighbourhood, Under 
. 1 71 
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5 The Sacrifce of Sram 
edly the allotments of Heaven are not fo partially de 


ſtributed to the ſons of men, but to try the juſtice and 


equity of their Stewardſhip, For, as auſterity itſelf in 


the moſt rigid exaction cannot expect to reap where it 
did not ſow, to ſqueeze Water from a Flint, or expe 


a a laſting ſuperſtructure from a weak and rotten foun. 
dation. So it will notwithſtanding: look for a full and 
- abundant harveſt, where the induſtry*and ſowing has; 


been proportionable, and here much has been given 


much require. it had been as caſie a matter for the all 


wile and ſupreme director of all things to turn the ſtream 


and make the waters flow with the ſame àabundance in 
this as well as that channel, to have inverted the con 
dition and ſettlement of things, and powr d proſperity 
And fatneſs on that ground, which now ſcems devoted 

and curſt with barrenneſs, and ſtrains the ſinews and 


patience of the Tiller; and he could with the: ſame fr 
cilicy have ſhew d the perſon that is fore d for his ſabe 
to beg his daily Bread, in the pomp and ſplendour of 


a Prince; and have bleſsd the man that. is compelld 
with an unintertupted hardſhip to provide for Him and 
bis, with the ſatisfaction and affluence of the greateſt 
King ; and we very often ſee, that an age makes a 

mighty alteration in the affairs of this world ; Familie 
and Kingdoms as well as private perſons ſuffer theit 
| yiciſſitudes, and arc by turns ſmall or great. So, that 


upon the reflexion of theſe ftrange contingencies, which 


very often ſpring from ſmall and hidden cauſes, by 
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T he Sacrifice of Gratitude. 7 
which no Wiſdom can toreſee, no policy prevent, no 
perſon ſhould 8 fortific himſelf with the thoughts 
of the largenels. or. laſtingneſs of his fortune, | ſince the 
revolution of the ſame Wheel might level him, and lay 
K bim low with that Earth, he ſo much doats on, which 
by a favoutable turn had mounted him te that heighth 
05 he began to look diſdainſully upon his fellow creatures, 


from, and grow giddy in che proſpect. It argues a 
ſtrong head, that ᷑an for ſome continuance look down 
from the high battlements of a high Tower without any 
diſmay or vertiginous perturbation of che Brain, W ak | 
ones are apt to ſtagger, turn round, and fall. And it 
is 2 ſign of no leſs a ſtrength of mind andeyenneſs of 
ſoul, in the days. of our increaſe and flourifhinggonditi- 
on, to able ſteddily to demean and carry our ſelves. 
To avoid laying up the delight and confidence of our 
hearts in the tteaſury of our riches, or making the Mam- 
mon of unrighteouſneſs the idol of gut ſatisſaction, and 


— 


the end of out deſires and prayers: Not to think vain- 


ly. that all that was given to gtatifie one body, which 
f proportionably divided, would contentedly ſatisfie 
and appeaſe the raging hunger and EVR rites of - 
it hundreds ; and uneaſimefs of Soul, and dilſatisfaction of 
2 Spirit, and reſtlelsneſs ſeems to be entaibd upon the 
heaps and-treafures of that moiling man- that. makes his 
it i loney his God, and his Poſſeſſions his Diana, without 
a MW enlarging from his plenty to his wanting Brother, or 
h beplyng the pinching neceſſities of his almoſt ſtarved 
d d temiſht Neighbour.” There is ſecret, impenctrable 
canker that cen his Stock, rots his Bags, and de- 
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and inex 


Ts Sanrce of Her,, 

vours his Treaſure inſenſibly, the Higher $05, ea 
- delights of his Soul, and he is generally Begggr in the 
midſt of his plenty, ſtarves himlelt when his Lands floyd 
with Milk and Honey, Whilſt the liberal Soul” by 

unaccountable and as myſterious à providence finds ng 
want in the midſt of his-profulions, anch thoſe chearlyl 
ſupplies he deals gut without diſtinctien to the wanting 
part of the world, and Jays up in frore ſor kimſelk⸗ 
good foundation againſt the time tgeme The blel. 
lings of a juſt liberaliry are yet farther Valuable if com. 
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paratly a, confider'd, Goch is in hitgſelPrhe7everliſting: 
auſtible Fountain df Goodnelsg this: mercypa 
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the Plalmiſt does very.couchingly and cleganth*ſays ig 
| over all his works. And in a krue legſe the Evenings . 
\— 30d the Mgminge pri benen tha contend 
cence, he froty the, ſexeral rexras- and ſpaces f tim e 
goes on to carich the world zich, and pfeſerde the ew WM ,; 


ons in cheir due order to us, and bleſsus withathe time n 
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| ly fruits of them, and proceeds co perpeznate theſe; tell he 
| cities to chem according to the meaſure: If mat hope, Ml |; 
and his own accuſtom d bounty. From khenge we en- o. 
joy whatſoever may cohttibitte;corte profit or pleaſure WM Ii 
of our lives, and whatſoever may adminiſter pplies to ter 
| our wants, ſuccours to our neceflitit or matter for out WM alt 
| diverſion, and all chis is communicated, and genſtant) on 
dealt out to the ſueceſſive generations of men tm Gods o. 
own act of benignity, Wit out any previous deſert, aaj, det 
after he higheſt ingratitude of our ſelyes and prede- 
eeſſors. FF.. 2 
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We have no Charter for the priviledges of our Na- 
ture, or the bounties of Heaven, can by no pretence or 
contract, claim, or expect their continuance. They 
ſpring all from the unconſtrain d and N Au | 
will of God, who acts from principles infinitely benefi- 
cial to, and above our underſtandings. And he does 
accordingly expect that thoſe, who in a larger meaſure 
have taſted of his bleſſings here, ſhould in a larger mea- 
ſure deſtribute them, without pegupouſty tearing what 
may be the event, but truſting to. him for the increaſe 
and renewing the heap they take from. The liberality of 
a juſt man, 35 acts in imitation of his own ever muni- 
ficent Creator, will find itſelf accordingly ſupported and 
rewarded, and like a Fountain ever running, and ſup- 
ply'd with a conſtant water and ſufficient capacity to 
continue the ſtream. And where the great Patron of 
the World finds the heart melting with compaſſion to- 
wards the wants, ſufferings, or preſſures of its Brother, 
he never lets it want means and opportunities to re- 
lieve thoſe neceſſities, , and recruit that indigence, with- 
out any ſenſible diminution of that ſtock he is ſo wil- 
ling to part wich for the good of others, and the main- 
tenance of thoſe wretches, whoſe -caſe he cannot with 
all his caution and Knowledge tell how ſoon. may be his 
own. Since it is very eaſily to be obſerv'd, as I be- 
fore hinted, that 5 hs does not always riſe from the 
demerits of any man comparatively weigh'd with thoſe 
of his neighbour, or becauſe he is more wicked, or de- 
ſerves to be oppreſt more than other people do, but is 
the immediate load, and unaccountable ſcourge of hea- 

| en 
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"ven, which for ends at preſent ſtrange and ſaxprizing 10 
us, Fery unfathomably impoveriſhes © and, Afflicts the MY ., 
wiſeſt and beſt of men, that the whollome chaſtiſehent .; 

map incline them to look more narrtquly, into them. I , 
ſelves, and for the probation and tryah of thoſe mol Ml 
fufficient men, within the compaſs of whoſe conſtant 
ability it is to relieve their crying penury, and maß 

their e if not comfortable in the midſt 0 

A che Wer and want „ „„ 

21 . 1 814 e „.. en e 

And moſt certainly a liberality of this nature, as it 


foul, and is as far from the exerciſes and juſt duties of 4 WW v 
. religiouſly liberal man, as a Head ſwoln and bloated ( 
with Poylon is remoy'd from the poyer of exerting ts 
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due functions, and cm loying its faculties and organs 
zright, or holding any proportion with the regular di- 
menſions of the other parts of the body, that are not 
affected. Nor is it any new thing to remark that thofe 
people, who are in an ungovernable and extravagant 
way very laviſlyof: their own, are at the ſame time very 
greedy and very covetous of another 's ſubſtance} as the 
Scripture obſerves in Ahab, and Saluſt in Catilie. 
But the Liberality of a juſt man is far from incroach- 
ing upon the rights and priviledges of his Neighbours 
to ſupply itſelf, and whenever it wants ground will ne- 
er unjuſtly ſtrive to elbow out the next Inhabitant, or 
make any unlawful inroads into the adjoining Territo- 
d Wl ry. That indeed has too earthy a reliſh with it to ex- 
ect any neee from Heaven, that takes no delight in 


I the unrighteohſneſs of the oppreflor; - nor atry pleaſure 
0 in them, that chooſe any of his ways: But the cheer- 
0 ful foul, chat ſcatters his bounty out of a pure and diſ- 
„ ntexeſs d confideration of the diſtreſs of his Brother, and 
relies on God for His feward, and the'recompente of 
lis clemeney, will Rudd with Elijab's Widow, when the 
e word round about hits” complaining of extremity; 


eſt, ſo hesthat in a Religious Charity deals out his 
Com, and, ſeatters is alms among che poor ol this 
4 4. n fk , F W 15 
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his account to be maintain d, will find upon an exad 
audit, and accurate balancing of accompts, and even 
reckoning, and impartial-ſurvey of his ſtores, that his 
. Granaries are ſo far from being impair d, or waſted, 
his Barns. ſo far from being empty d without amy 
tolerable return, that the bleſſings of God multiply up- 
on him, and that he will reap the fruit of his mercy in 

2 fourfold advantage, lay ing up a ſure foundation to 
himſelf againſt the time to come, and at the Jaſt pu- 
t if TRrees rt 
But on the other fide, ſo righteous in all its dealings 

is the providence of God, that whoſoever, void of pity 
towards the neceſſities of his Brother,. ſhould rely on 
the ſtrength and continuance of his Earthly treaſure, 
will find the vanity of his hopes, the weakneſs and im- 
pertinence of his aſſurance, and the inſufficiency of that 
reed, which tho broken he had rather lean on and ttuſt 

to, than reach out his hand in expectation of the time- 

ly and ſupporting ſtaff of Providence. Thoſe Muck- 
worms, that delight to be toiling and drudging in che 
dung of this Earth, oftentimes meet with their ruine, 
and find themſelves cruſht and buryid there, where they 
expected to have xais d themſelves a laſting habitation, 
and at a time when they had ſaid to themſelves, it is 
good for us to be here. And the God of all bk | 
and in whom alone there can be an adequate and 
confidence, does viſibly, and has by ſeveral inſtances, 
thwarted the deſigns of that wretch, that wraps up bis 
Soul in the multitude of his Treaſures, and prides i 
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morein the tuſt of hoarded Money. chan in the ſhining 
beauty. of a liberal Charity, by demanding and IE: 
ing that ſoul into Judgment, whilſt it is hugging lf 
in the opinion of what it poſſeſſes, and how long it 
ſhall laſt. A juſt frugaliry and a timely pfoviſion from 
ones own can have no place here, nor can th. . 
brought here to vindicate a perſon of this Chara Ker 
Thoſ: are in the rank, and deſefvedly among the ver- 
tues of a good Mani bur the Weich ar bids his, 
Soul reſt in the ſufficiency of his Treaſures, and makes . 
his Money the Atlas to the Heaven he propo poles to im- 
ſelf, is all, the ſame to all men, his Familiars, his 
Friends, if he can have any ſuch, his Relations are all 
alike to him, they look likeSpectres i in the midſt of pken-, 
ty, can find no benefit from thoſe heaps he pretends. 
are able to furniſh him with all things, Nay, he him- 
which one would think odds, and a 5 and hardly 
agreeable to the notion of one, that by all his Actions 
ſeems to care for no body but himſelt, is the moſt 
miſerable Creature of all; the greateſt ſegurge to him · 
ſelf, pines and looks after the devouring of many a 
Widow s houſe and Orphan's Eſtate, ſtill like one of 
Pharaoh's lean kine, and with a, ghaſtly ſtaring Eye of 
Covetouineſs is ſtill a longing and wat. tor more, 
1% and unſatisfied wh! what he has ready. ſwal- 
We 

Nie chat is a by 2  ſinall pitrance of 1 5 he 
allefles to relicve the hard fortunes and diſtreſles of * 
s Neighbour, and ſe unkind as to ſhut hishands, and 
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ſteel his bad: againſt his Brothers neceſſities is alſo ge: 
ncrally fofunhappy,and God knows not out of ahy' 5 | 
of Devotion, as to abridge himſelf of the convenience 
of conifortable allowances,” and lawful diverſions of 
this life, and in a literal ſenſe finds the effects of his 
muſcry to others redoubled in his own, he is unwilling 
Pr adminiſter. to the want of others, and as much 3. 
fraid to gratify himſelf, and actually whilſt ſurround. 
ed with Riches, is what he fears to be, the pooreſt of 
| Wretches, - and whenever he falls, falls unpityed ard 
unlamcnted : + Whilſt the memory of the liberal Man 
38 purſucd with tears, and his Soul wafted over with 
. Ighs and prayers to the Heaven of Heaven *%! 
The Primitive Chriftians indeed learnt this ſo pet 
fectly, that the Spirit of God in the Acts of the . 
| poſtics aſſures us, that thoſe that abounded fold all to 
fapply the neceſſities of thoſe that wanted, and laid the 
Money at tlie Apoſtles feet. And our Anceſtors, whilſt 
they ſtaod che terror and envy of the ſurrounding Nat 
tions, were as famous for the liberality, as valour of 
| their Kinds. And the World that ciombled "at cher 
Arms, wich love admired their bounty, and on the 
account, when conquered were oftentimes the gaine 
But though thoſe illuſtrious examples voll Ake 
lifted up above the imitation and WY ce Of this 105 
row-principled and inglorious Age, that ſcems 14 oy 
to cnvy than endeavour to equal thoſe no it 
. chievements of their Generoſity ; that little 
which | 18. ſtill remaining , in ſome " pious breath „ 
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Charity, by continued induſtry - and labour, and a 
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carefully” to be cheriſhe®, Muminated and warmed by 
the juſt ap plauſes of thok great Selma; of Munk- 
firerice, * 2 nt * Pty” 

And in the reyblution of the lt Hundred years, 
then did ariſe. a man, that like a Star entighten'd our 
Britiſh Firmament, to convince the World that Chri- 
ſan Charity was not allogether extinct. Sutton broke 
forth with all thoſe advantageous bleſſings we could 
with a good man emp dwted) with, and a all that 
arg ne, of Soul hs *Liberal arc admire. for,” and 
with all thoſe amiable perfections the Souls of the pi- 
ous are adorned, all that vaſtneſ. of Intention God in- 
ſpires the breaſts of the Generous with. For un- 
doubtedly if we confider his Sphere, which was no 
higher than that of a private Gentleman, or his cit. 
cumſtances under which he rais'd this vaſt Fund of 


proportioffable ſucecſs and bleſſing from God, no-. 
thing in its kind, F haye yet heard of from the Creati- 
on to this very day, can excced or parallel it. Had the 
Remanifts any ſuch wonder of 4 ſingle perſons genero - 
ſity to boaſt of, whoſe miſtaken belief, -and unhap- 
py ſuperſtition gave them a greater latitlide for eva- 
gations of tharkind, Shrines and Altars had been es 
rected to his immortal Memory, Sabæum Inoenſe and 
Nabathzan Myrths had ſmoakt to the Guardian Saint, 
new Suftumigations had been invented, and they 
vould have invoked him with louder Acclamations} 


and ſung his praiſe with more fervent Hymns,” "and - 
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greater tran ports of Jubilee and Exultation * Fo 
' ule, at the celebration of the Feaſt of the Canoniz'd By. 
10mees, But the amendment of the Reformation confine 
our Cratitude. which might otherwiſe upon ſo extraordi. 
nat y an Occaſion be apt to jet out, and direct us to 
point our adoration, and return our thanks to that 
; God, chat enlarged the power and will of his Servant, 
| and our great Founder to this our laſting benefit; 
and indeed no Dedications can be ſo noble, no Rhe. 
torical Pyramids nor imaginary Maufolcums, the 
gawdy pomp of Words, or dropping of affected Flo. 
quence, could either raiſe, or paint and beautifie, fo 
auguſt and durable as theſe living Monuments, of * 
ever memorable-beneficence, that are here with gh 
fulneſs aſſembled to offer up their Annual 
giving to God for theſe great bleff ings they an ro 
; ccived from the benefit of his glorious liberaluy, 
incomparable foundation. Tis true indecg, we 
were — of it, and went thro the | 
all its advantages, have greater incitements and ca 
tor our ſprightly returns, and hated gratitude, Jet 
| thoſe who have not in fo great a degree reap d the be 
_ nefit with alacrity, confels themſelves obliged, and 
q . expreſs a propoxtionable ſenſe of joy and thanks.” And 
| the three ſcveral Ages of Youth? of Manhood, and: 
declenſion and — in the welcome retribucions! 
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2 hopes and inflaned deſires, and a warmth of Emulation, 
ſihe comfortable proſpect of that fortune the preceding 
g Members of their Society have with Honor run thro, 
that they have in their ſeveral ways, and profeſſi ons; 4 
land vocations of Life been capable of - adorning the 
amp, the Navy, the Bar and Pulpit, Manhood 
ay with joy review the happineſs of that Educa ion 
t was at firſt here bleſt and ennobled with, and reflect 
Sith chearfulneſs on its good fortune for firſt imbi- 
bing thoſe principles here, and receiving thoſe | cha- 
acters, and impreſſions of Piety, thoſe ' ſeeds of Ver- 
ue; and that foundation of Learning and Integrity 
nd Reſolution, that did enable it to cut its way to 
hat Honor or Contentedneſs, which the contempla - 
ion of ſo good a Foundation, and the remembrance of 
* Whoſe lively inſtructions here firſt principally infus'd 
nuſt ſupport it under. And thoſe, who in their de- 
lining Age arc happy in the comforts of this admira! 
le Society, lye ſecurely, after having weathered the 
Forms and uncertainties of an unquiet, tumultuary, 
d changeable life, and ſleep as in an undiſturbd 
eaven, having nothing left them now to do, but 
; adjuſt their great concerns, review, as in a glaſß, 
e errors and troubles of a paſt Life, amend whey Is 
Iris, confirm themſelves in wha was good and up- 
* ghr, and haying' 15 their Peace with Cod, go off 
"> Þ joyful Erernity.. So Mariners of old, when 1 
Md clcaped the * tetrors of a working and amazing 
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Fs, Ses, upon their unexpected arrival at the 
Fort of Safety, hung up their votive Oars and Tables 
to the pretended God of that waving Element. In a 
word, ſuch was the wiſdom. of our Founder . in thi 
His noble C onſtitution, that it is at once one of the 
moſt hope ful and admirable Seminarics of our Youth, 
one of * moſt deſirable and ſtanding comforts man 
in his proſperity or moſt flouriſhing ſtate, of Life can 
be rewarded with, the moſt delightful refuge and con 
ſolatory Aßjlam, men, whom Fortune has not folloy: 
ed to their declining Age, (if men know when uy 
contented, can have recourſe to. | 
And our admirable Founder ſecnrd t to fg no 0 
ther deſign in all this mighty Work, and vaſt Libet 
licy, than of doing _ to others, and laying hold 
on Life Eternal 2 himself A defi ign more that 
Princely and Royal, and which all that Glory got i 
the noiſe and hurry of Battle, and the clutter of d 
ſtructive arms can neither ſurpaſs nor equal. And God 
Almighty bleſt ic acordingly, and ſecured it in a mot 
dangerous and formidable time and tryal. For 1 in * 
days of the late execrable Rebellion, when men, 
der the pretence of aboliſhing the Rites and Cary 
nics, waged real War with the Patrimony arid- 
of the Church ; when Villany fat impurpl d, ad 
Royal Stag was chaced to death by a pack of 1 
critical Blood. hounds ; ' when Sultan Oliver had n * 
ed himſelf up to the pinnacles of his black "Am li 
and canton d the Nation into. ſo many PAH 


ching ſo ſacred in this Foundation, that even he ho ſtuck: * 
us MW not at the death of his anointed Soveraign, and che 
he plunder of the Crown, left it and its Revenues untouchg- 
h, and the Angel of the Lord preſerved it komp 1 
an WM Sacriledge, which ſeems to be a peculiar bleſſing annexe - 

anW co it, for its firm adheſion to the Church; for | do net 
n. remember to have heard of any, Craſbaw, and one more 
v. whom | ſhall forbear mentioning, excepted, thatever wan- 

be dered from it. Upon that Communion it was founded, 


and to that it owes its preſervation, and from that 1 
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Major Generalries, and had divided the Inheritangeof the 
Lord among his gifted Saints in Buff. j et there was ſome- 


odo with joy review my grateful Education. And as 


ve have been all equally ſharers of that, our Acknow. 
10 1<dgments ought all to be <qually ſtrong' and unani- 
al mous. In imitation of our never enough to be prais d 


ctice of our Lives, kindneſs to one another *'withour 
ſtrife and envy, the delight and employment of our 
days and all our actions, a tenderneſs for the Infirmi- 
ties of cach other, and a mutual love and complacen: 
cy fer Manners, and a readineſs to comfort the fecble 
-minged. and an abſolute willingneſs to ſuccour the 


Tydieg/ yetmembiing hat we alſo fed upon the Dolcs, 
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plary Anc&&ors, and tho indeed there are ſomæe 
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Neteſhtous, the gladſome exerciſes of our Minds and 
d pfumpep d upon the ingenuous liberalie ot our 
2zh-flown 9 7 whom nh Foundation can enamour, 


their Corner- ſtones laid by Crowned 


Bene factor, goodneſs ſhould be the Theme and Pra- 
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bt: Reagt thi fein ing bes girininOjir! hel i 
Kath been Under ek Tuition Ja Guard itn, «4,988 
| Kings and Prinees;and Prince like GOo vert 0 15 
L Hel of Princeſſes at this day docs not: dudaum. oY 1 
* dow us with her Protection and Patron er 
therefore, and our common bleeding Country: 90 . 
| tought to be; tho the leaſt vet not the laſt of Alle 
-confiderations,to ſend up our praj cis: to that Gadha 
I has thewer'd down all theſe bleflinge upon: us, to mch 
us with his Grace, that we may correct Sur 
j and purific our Converſations; That our Pentl. 8 238! 0 5 
de kifeckuöb win the united Prayers Of, the 0 8 nl 
1 to crown her Majeſties juſt Enterprizes with 260 kind H 
ation of that ſucceſs God has brig htned the h ging 
of her Reign with; That our Forces may baby 
= with a gallantry equal, if not ſuperiour to t bw 
1 * Aves, to drive the French like hunted boy 
| their luxurious Vineyards, blaſt the hopes, and ee c 5 
progteß of their Ambitious Prince, fix the allt ol = 

inthe Noftrils of that over big Leviathan ſy rl 
bim within his juſt bounds and orbits, tha 1 IE 8 5 
ſee Peace upon feel, and Jeruſalem in prgl dert ws 
- deſcend with Eaſe and Serenity into o- ol 
[ Tories, only to be rais d to that Eternal Ks * . 
mortal Founder in his better part wh ont BY pi 
| Rands e e. wg f: $276 Ly og IN II \ 
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